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._Post Matric Scholarship for SCs: Scheme Guidelines |

STUDIES IN INDIA (PMS-SC)
{wm effect from 2020-2::21 )

1. Objective . .
1.1 The objective of the schieme Is to appreciably increase the Gross Enrolment
Ratio of SC students in higher education w!th a focus on those from the poorest
: hnuaeholds by providing financial asaiahnm at post-matriculation or post-
secondary stage {o enable them to complete their education.

2. Scope : _
21 These scholarships are available for studies in India only and tha awardees
are selected by the State Government/Union Territory to.which the applicant ncmully
belongs (i.e. the State/UT in which permanently saﬂlaﬂ or dumlcilud as per the
terms of domicile decided by the Stale}

2.2 This is applicable to all the students who are currently beneficiaries of the
scheme as well as fresh admissions. - - S

3. baﬂnlﬂoﬁi

~ 8) "Group f'DoyrulnﬂPﬁit Erlduﬂuhvﬂprbfuuflunu ea;u:u ' shall mean: all .

Professional courses: in Medicine, Engineering, Tuchnulngy. Planning, Architecture,

Daaign Fashion Technology, Agﬁmltum Vataﬂmry &'Allied Sciences, Managanum.
Business Finance /Administration, G_nmputar Science/ Appilmﬂnna {il} Post Graduate
Diploma courses Iin various branches of Manng&ment & Medicine(i)
CANCWAC.SNCFA. etc. (iv) M.Phil., Phb and ‘Post-Doctoral Programmes
(D.Lit., D.Sc. etc.) of Group |, Gn::-up Il and Gmup Il courses. [v] L.L.B, Integrated

- LLB LLM .

b} "Group 2:-Other Professional Courses hudlng to Degree, Diploma, Certificate”
shall mean all Professional Courses leading to Degree, M Ed. / M. Pharma., Diploma,
Certificate in areas like Pharmacy (B Pharma.), Nursing(B Nursing), BFS, other para-
medical branches like rehabilitation, diagnostics: etc., Mass Communication, Hotel
Managnmunt & Gataﬂng Travel/Tourism/Hospitality Management, Interior Decoration,
Nutrition& Dietetics, Commercial Art, Financial Services (e.g. Banking, Insurance,
Taxation etc.) for which entrance qualification is minimum Sr. Secdndary (10+2) and
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Vocational stream, ITI courses and Pﬁlrtsmnic where entrance qunﬂﬂuﬁnn Is Class
Xl or above. - :

c) "Group 3: Graduate and Post Gndm course" shall mean: courses not covered
undarGrnup‘iEGrpupEag B.A/B:Sc. fElCumatc M.A/ M. Sc./ M.Com etc. '
d) "Group 4: All post-matriculation (Post Class X level) non-degree courses” shall
mean;. All post-matriculation leve! non-degree courses for which entrance qualification
is High School- (Class X), e.g. Senior secondary certificate (class XI and XII); both
general and vocational stream, ITI courses, 3 year diploma courses in Polytechnics,
eic, _

Note: The'list of courses in various groups is indicative end States/UTs may edd
courses as per laid down standerd in the State/UT:

e) "Compulsory non-refundable fees" shall mean: fee payable  for
enrolmentiregistration, tuition, games, Union, Library, Magazine, Medical Examination
and such other fees compulsorily pajrable by the stholar to the Imilmﬂnn or University/
Board, but does not include Refundable dapnulm ﬂke caution money, security deposit

will, however, be excluded.
f)"Demand” for a year indicates the total I'und requirement for release of schola rship to

all ellgihls students under the scheme as per the entitlements for that ulnlm.uum:.
g) “Freeship Card” shall mean; A card lssued by the State Govt/UT Administration
that entities a student eligible for scholarship under this Scheme, to take. admiwun in

an Institution, without pre—payrnbnt of tufﬂun fee anrj hostel fnﬂ

4. EllglbllltyofEducltlnnal Institutions
41" Only such educational Institutions which maintain the laid down academic

standards shall be covered under the scheme. THe following conditions regarding the
courses offered, perfnrmann:a of the institution, Aadhaar based attendance system are
also required to be adhered to by the lnsﬂt:ﬁunsJUnivamiﬂasJGulhgu in order to be
eligible under the scheme: '
Only Institutions/Colleges with the 'AISHE Codé'fUDISE' Code' shall be eligible for
the scholarship scheme. Based on the AISHE/UDISE-Code of the institution, all
details of the institution such as - registration, ilfﬁi!l'ﬂﬂn and accreditation, courses
being offered and number of seats approved for each course - will be pulled from the
AISHE/UDISE server on to the scholarship p-nrta] automatically.

Page 3 of 18



o

. Post Mntric Scholarsh ip for SCs: Scheme Gufde!fnes

i, Al parﬁcipatlng higher adumtrun institutions hall gat ‘NAAC/NBA accreditation
" before 2024, for c-nnlinustltm in the scheme from 2025-268 onwards. y
ii. The sc:hulamhlp benefits shall be linked with A.adhanr based aftendance. _system.
Therefore, the mlhguﬂnnﬁmﬂun will maintain Aadhalr basad attendance on a dally
basis and will suhmitattandanua details on the pmtnl
iv. The institutions will aul:lmit half—yeany aalf—audltéd reporis to the State Gﬂﬂfﬂl’l‘lﬁﬁtl
i & prescribed format which shall be separately I-ssuud
v.  The institutions should be willing to honour- t!'m FREESHIP CARD issued by’ the
State/District Authority thn:ugh the scilmlarship pnﬂal and admit the studant without -
*  insisting on pre-payment of the ml’lugeﬂuﬂinn ﬁq» or hostel fee. This would be paid
by the student on release of the Ed‘lﬂlﬂ!‘!hlp amnun’t by the Government as per the
pfovhlnns of this scheme. In this regard, the ln Governments will coordinate with’
the institutions located in thulr respective. Shtas -

+ 42 Scholarships. will be given for the study of all récognized post-matriculation of post- -
' aacmdaw courses (Intermediate/Senior Secondary, Diploma, long-term Vocational

Traininu Certificate, Graduate, Post- Graduate' murm efc.) pursued in rac:ognlzud :
Institutions/ Unh*amfﬂas! Colleges falling in any of the fpllnwfng =] caﬁagnr!nu '
A Institutions of National importance; . :
i Central University/ State University/ .fmtonamuua colleges mmgnizad by
UGC and Universities anIlages recbghized under sacﬂun 2(f) of UGC
Act; . |' ;
ii.  Deemed Universities; !
iv. Aﬂ Private Universities remunt:ad by#tlﬂmh‘n:_
V. Private Professional Institutions affillated to a recognized Gunu'nl.fsmu
University and covered b:.r a Fee Fixation Commitiee as mandated by
Eupralm Court; < S
vi.  Recognized schools/colleges for Classes X and class XII:
vii.  Diploma granting Institutions as reoo;inlzed by State/UT Govemments: -
vili. ~ Vocational Training Institutes afiiliated to National Council of Vﬁﬁﬂnm.‘l
Training (NCVT); |
ix.  Institutions affiliated/ approved by the/appropriate bodies fike NMC/AICTE
| etc. or any regulatnrr body established by State/UT/Centre.
|'
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Provided that where a particular numbar n!l’ seats for a particular course have
been recognlzad 1 authorized by the c‘:nnemud regujatory authority, the
ammgrshrps shall be mtnctad to those numbars and courses.

5. Cnndlﬁnnu of Eligibility of Studﬁnts

5.1 Trre scholarships are open to. Nationals of India bnly :
52 Only those candidates who belong to smméd Castes so specified in relation fo

the State/Union Territory to which the applicant attuaﬂy belongs /domiciled as determined
by the State/UT and who have passed the Mnﬂiml&ﬂuh or Higher Secondary or any higher
examination of 8 ramgnlzed University or Board of Saaondaiy Education will be efigible.

5.3 Bcholamhips will be paid fo the smdanta whose parents Iguardinns‘ income from all
sources does not: exceed Rs. 2,50,000/- {Rupaas Two lakh Fﬂly kuaanﬂ only) during the
last Financial ‘r’aar Income certificate is required to be taken once nnly Le. at the time of

admission only to courses which are continuing fur' more than one year. The income

certificate shall be issued by the Authority as decided Hy the State Government.
64  The caiﬁng on.age limit for admission as muulqr student in different classes nhnuld
be decided by concerned lnshh.rtions . - . -

55 = Candidates who, after passing one stage of education are ﬂuwing' in the same
stug-a of education in a different subjar:t e.g. Inten latu Science after Intermediate Arts
or B:Com after B.A. or MA In one subjer::t after M.A in nﬂur subjects will not be eligible.

6.6 ' Students, who pursue their studies through cnnéapundannafnnlfna courses, are also
eligible. The term correspandence includes distant and continuous education for courses in
Central/ State' Universities only. ‘Non-refundable fsﬂs shall be paid and no academic

allowance will be paid. _ [

‘67 Al the children of any parenuguardlan will hvé antitlai:l to receive benefits of the

scherne
6.8 A scholarship holder urider this scheme will r|=o1 hold any other schnhmhfpfstlpmd

If awarded any other.scholarship/stipend, the student ¢an exercise his/her option for either
of the two nchohmh!ps!aﬂpunds whichever is moré beneficlal to ‘him/her, and should
inform the awardlng authority through the Head of the nstitution about the option made, No
scholarship will be paid to the students under this scfweme from the date h&fshu accepts
another achnhrshipfstlpend The student can hnwevér accept froa lodging ora grant or

acd-hoc monetary help from the State Government or ﬂn}f other source for the purchase of
|
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books, equipment or for meeting lhe expenses on hpard and lodging in addition to the
s:hn!mhb amount paid under this m:!mne

68 Al seats filled through arbitrary and nan-transpumnt processes (including
management quota, NRI quota, spot admissions etc.) Without following the merit criteria as
decided by the State Govemment are not eligible for these scholarships. The fees claimed
against management quota seats, spot admission uu’ in any institution fUnwamlty will nut
be reimbursed. In case of any contradiction on the classification of saain or non-clarity on
the classification of seats in the State/UT, the following criteria may be followed:

0 If there is no arbitrariness/ discretion in the admission process and the fee for
the course is fixed by the Fee FbtaﬂuniFPa Rationalization committee set up
by the competent authority, the said séats may not be considered as the
Manngarnunt Quota Seats. However, ﬂ'ie State Governments may satisfy
themselves of the following before release of scholarships:

. That the applicants claiming the schdlarship have been admitted through
a ftransparent process which involved calling of applications through
. advertisements, preparation of ranks; 'uhdiun of candidates on merit list,
and publication of selection list am:l!otham as deemed fit by the State
Gnvarnmant;

i. That the fees for courses are dulﬂapprum by the Fee Fbmtinru'Faa

Rationalization Committee set up by tha competent nuﬂ-mﬂty
610 Students shall bé encouraged to have Aadhaar linked Bank accounts to faciltate
payments through tha Aadhaar Payment Bridge. |
| ]
i
6. Role of tha State Governments ]
8.1 Although many SC students have avalled haﬁaﬂts under this scheme and have |
occupied high positions in the society, still the GmsJi Enrolment Ratio (GER) of SCs in
higher education (23.0%) lags behind the national “"_"i.mﬂ“ (27.0%). It is the endeavour of
the Government to raise the GER of SCs in higher education from 23.0 % to the national
average In the next five years. Similarly, the GER in Earﬁnr Secondary education of SCs
has to increase from the current 56% to the naﬂorlal average in the next five years.
Towards this end, spe-l:.:lﬂl focus of the implementing Lgencies is rquﬂreﬂ to achieve the

goal.
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62 Al the SC studants with annual income of up nb Rs 2.50 Iskh per annum would be
eligible. under the scheme. However, the State Gw&rpnu.nt will nddfﬁnnnlly make special
efforts to klentify the poorest households from va 'ua sources and enroll the eligible
students under the scheme in a mission mode, Fu these students would be monitored
on regular basis so that they continue with their studies. Such atudenﬁ shall include (i)
students from SC housetiolds with three or more d&prmﬁms as per SECC-2011 (il)
students from SC households where one or both ﬁqh parents are lliterate and {nfj the
students who have passed 10th standard from e State Government/ Municipality/Local
Body school. In this regard, States/UTs will launch spe}clal campaigns to identify and cover
such students. f

63  States/UTs may adopt methodology suitable tojthe local conditions for identification
of such students: e.g. SC majority districts/blocks/villages may be taken first for
identification of poorest students or students leaving class 10%or 12° class may be tracked
in association with the education department or data|emanating from other Central/State

-schemes indicating the dropouts rates or other solrces as deemed fi. Every State

Govemnment shall undertake a campaign every yretar in MarmIApril' to identify such
students and mentor them to enrol and avail smmararﬂps Such students will be halpad for

identification of courses also as per their skills. |
84 Awareness drive shall be undertaken by the 'State Gmmrmnwms about the -

scheme through the Gram Panmnﬂta Notice Boards, iuchoul carru'nlttau and discussions
in the parent-teacher association meetings and other ﬂublln awareness measures, in order

to extend its coverage and also minimize any misuse hfy unm‘upuhm elements.
65 The States are required to take up ﬂenﬁﬁmﬁnrﬁ of the students for fresh enroiment

by taking up ayatematic drive covering all the highar #enondary schools and nncuumﬂihg

the pupils who have dn::ppe-d out afier Class 12th to mj'na baak to higher education.
8.8 It s essential that the fresh enrolments to tﬁa extent possible are made in the

. courses which are havlng amphymant potential. FarJ this purpose, the State may do an

exercise in consultation with the Higher Education DJ»parmnnt of the State Government,
and the State Skill Mission for identifying courses Wﬁich would improve the employment
potential of the students. It Is strongly advised that fresh enrolment may be made in these
courses. Such skill courses should be long term murs{es with perf:ndicﬂy of at hast 1.year
and conducted by the institutions as per Para 4 of the seheme guidelines.
6.7.  State Government will ensure that the beneficiary, at the time of admission, applies
for the scholarship also. In this regand, the State Government may open facilitation centers
] Page 7 of 18
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|
or nominate a nodal officer in the aduc:atlnnal instltuﬂc[m so that the entry into the student

database for renewals and fresh admissions cah be dqne in a stipulated timeframe.
6.8 The State Gwemmanta shall put in plaaa a smﬂ;amhlp portal that has all l’allnras as
prescribed in para 13 of these uuidnﬂm and share th data on a real-time basis with the -

Central portal.

68 The State/Central Government shall have rohuatl monitoring systems, hcludlng field
inspections, social audiis, data annl‘ytlns etc. so that qmaly paymants are made fo eligible

b-arﬁﬁdariﬁs. 1

6.10 States/UTs shall ensure that Fee Raﬂunaﬂmﬁnqmbmﬁon Cummm are st up for

all courses. }‘
|
|

7. Components of the Scholarship

7.1 The scholarship includes the following components for the complete duration of the
course:- - . [
I. - Compulsory non-refundable fees including 1urtinn fee, as fixed by the Fee
Fixation/Rationalization Cnmmrtts-a of the State bmmmnt
i Acndumlc alluwanm i ' f

Group 1: Degree and Post Graduate le 13500 | - 7000
professional courses e
Group 2: Other Professional Courses luadinn tu] 9500 6500
Degree, Diploma, Certificate H . -
Group 3: Graduate and -Pnsl Graduate courses noﬂ 6000 3000
| o ,
Group 4: All post—matﬂculaﬂnn (Post Class X lavel)[ - 4000 ' 26500
non—dugma courses , ; :

Note 1. Ten percent extra allowances shall be' prmridal it DR stidents. .
Note 2. Students pursuing C.A. l.C.W.A. /C.S. /L.C.F.A. shall be treated as day scholars for

the purpose of academic allowance. Students studJlng through correspondence/online
courses shall not be eligible for acaderic allowance. | :

“Note 3. The academic allowance as above shall be applicable from the year 2021-22: For

the year 2020-21 the allowances as applicable under the earlier guidelines shall apply.
i . i
|
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Post Matric Sch o!arship for SCs: .S‘cIJleme Gufdeﬂnes ,

7.3 The Academic Allowance will be linked wﬂh cnnsumar Price Index N‘umbur for
Industrial workers. The Annual increment will be applicable w.e.f. April of each year and
will be based on Index for the period January-Deceniber of the preceding year. The first
revision would be applicable w.e.f. April, 2022 and i this regard Department wil issie

| separate orders on Annual basis.

7.4 The State Govemments may, If they so decide, tf,np up the-academic allowancé from

their own raenurce‘s. '

8. Freeship Card and process for Issu*

8.1 All eligible students shall be entitled to take admission in the insﬁmﬂnnn without pre-

payment of tuition fees and hosts| fees as pqr the me Guidelines. To enable this, a-
FREESHIP CARD will be issued by the State Government to the eligible students, as per-
: the student eligible to study in‘the

institution wlthuut pre-payment of the fees, and on th condition that as and when amount

is ralaused to tha student’s account, the institution. would be Inﬂmnt&:l o mlluct the same

from the student ' ]
8.2 The student shall, weli before the expected date of[admimnn raginmr for issuance ofa -

-Fnaeship Card on ths raspacﬂva scholarship portal uming the details like the Aadhaar

num_ber 'm_a name of.the coursé in which he/she’ vn{mﬁ to take admisslnn (e.g. MBBS,
B.Sc., Class X/ etc.) and an undertaking that the institition's charges would bé paid within

R i wuﬂdng days from the date of receipt of the aohnlahhh amount in hiﬂher account, For" :

the purpou of rugxatmﬂon of Fraeahlp Card, the portdis shall remain open throughout the

B.3 The verification of the income, caste and merit Tmlln should be automatically done

from the databases which are linked online for Imrtun verification. The process should: be

' entirely paperlass Until the ‘above system is bmught[ into effect, the documents may be

scanned and uplnadad which Include: pmp-urt sizé photograph, copy of each of the
certificates for diploma, degree etc. in respect of all ex]aminaﬂnns passed, Caste certificate:
duly algned by the authorized officer, valid Incnm-e Eertiﬁnﬂtn Isauad by the mmpetant

authority as prescribed by the State Gowvt. etc. I

8.4 After the reglﬂ‘ltitrn on the Portal, if the student fl's found eligible, all States/UTs will

complete the verification process within 30 days from the receipt of the registration request
from the students and issue the Freéship Card through the IT portal, mentioning the course
| Page 9 of 18




Post Matric .S'ch olarship for SCs: .S‘clieme Guidelines '

for which application is made so that the eligible studesits are not denied admissions due to
delay in depositing. tuition fees. It should be possible for the student to download the Free
Ship-Card from the portal itself. Once complete digitization of all the required certificates is
done, such Freeship Card shall be automatically gengrated immediately on registration, if
the student is found eligible. - - L. |
8.5 The Freeship Card shall mntam the details gh‘an in Annexure-1, and shall ba dlgitﬂlly
signed. For the purpose of admission, the Freeship u+'d will remain valtd for parfod of one
year from the date of issue.

8.6 If a student wants to change his/her C‘DLII'IB before Faking admission in an Ina.tlhrtlnn he
can do so by logging on IT portal and a fresh Freash? Card shall I:e issued automatically
for all eligible students, : o :

8.7 In case of renewal sh:danta there shall be ng need fnr_frauh registration for the
Freeship card and a card once issued to him/her shall be valid for the entire duration of the

course.

| -
_I

9. Application for Scholarship and Variflcn n
- 8.1 Application-on-the-day-of-admission: Tha ins tions shall ansuru that all students |
admitted to thelr institution and having Freeship Cards: fasued as detailed in para 8 ufihﬁo

Guidelines, apply on.the IT portal for the smolarshl;] on the same day as ]hg_ date of
‘adnilssion Into the Institution,

8.2 On the day of admission itself, the institution amimnm on the scholarship portal that
the student has taken admission in the institution with the same course as mentioned on

the Free ship card and is now a bnnaﬁde student of the institution.

93. In r.asa of renewal students, the student shfllr be auto-renewed based on the
attendance and confirmation from the institution of tha student having been promoted o
the next class and having joined back the same courae as' hosteller/day scholar, as the

case may be.

10. Funding Pattern of the Scheme | .
104 There will be a 60: 40 sharing ratio between the! Centre and States (90:10 in case of
North Eastern States) of the average demand for the stheme for three year period 2017-18
10 2018-20 (to be considered as the base period), witﬁ a 5% overall annual increase each
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' S |
year'in the Gentml assistance for all States put together in absolute terms w.r.t. base
period. The above shall be appllubia from 202:1-2" onwards and the. scheme will be

continued upto the financial year 2025-25
10.2 Thus, for the purpose of determining the dema d for the year 2020-21, the wumgo

demand of 2017-18 to 2018-20, or the actual demand fur 2020-21, whichever is lesser; will
be considered for each State/UT. For suhsequent }raars Le. 2021-22 & onwards, the
Central assistance for all States put together will be limited by a 5% annual increase over
the average demand for the scheme for the base periodl of 2017-18 to 20198-20, which shall
be ensured by the Project Appraisal Committes (PAC) while appraising the States’ Annual
Action Plans, The Ministry will have the fiexibility n.’[sf adjusting the allocation of funds
between the States subject to the fotal allocation ap?mved without disrupting the 60:40.

sharing ratio between the Centre and the States, .
10.3 If the total fund requirement is over and above tHe annual 5% limit; the central share

will be limited to that and the additional requirement of funds, if any, shall be met by the

State Gmmrnunts from their own resources,
10.3. All the State Governments and Union Tarrﬂn:urhpr Administrations implementing the

scheme will maintain the data of all the beneficiaries op their online portal and will distinctly
mention the amount of smnlnrship undar various | mmpunanla as mentioned in the

Scheme. , ]

|

11. Payment Mechanism | |

11.1 The entire scholarship amount - both from tr# State and Central Government -
including the tuition fees, academic aliowance ‘and any other admissible nlluw:nne will be

paid directly into the account of the students ONLY through DBT preferably through an

Aadhaar Based Payment System (Aadhaar Payment Bridge) from 2021-22. The  States

shall praferabry release the payments lhruugh PFMS System so that the accounts of the

students are not required to be validated again. ;’

11.2 Starting from 2021-22, the Central share in the| scheme would also be released on

DBT mode directly into the bank accounts of the students, after ensuring that the

concemed State Government has released their share
11.3 All the States/UTs/Centre would adhere to the follpwing timelines for processing of the

applications and release of scholarship amounts: |
_"\1 ] .

i

|

|
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o The scholarship portals would remain open ﬂm;'lc'ughnut the year so that all eligible
students can register for the Freeship Card and apply for the scholarships.
o Disbursal of scholarships for all applications (ffesh/renewals) shall be made in one
_instalment as per the following schedule:

Dates of receiving of | Date by which State share | iDate by which Central share (60%;
‘applications | (40%; 10% In case of NE |90% in case of NE S‘talaus] should
_ States) should be released |ibe released _i

From 1* April to 31| 15™ August 30" August

July 5 - b =8 o

‘From 1% August fo | 30" December - ~ |28™ January

30" November - i

From 1* December to | 28" February [15™ March

31" January* . I it
From 1" February to | With 75 days of application r'b"."l‘l‘hin Bﬂ days of application
31* March*

*Pottal shall remain open only for submission of aPP‘lfcatinrm for smuiarshlps for courses
whuru admission is after Nuvmhur ]

11 4 There shall be no delays in payment of the scholarships. For this purpose the State
shall ensure that their installments are disbursed to the students by the timelines defined in
previous para so that the Central share can also be released in time.

11.5 The Ministry of Social Justice vide notification Humber 428 dated Feb,16,2017 has
notified Aadhaar as identity document under Saw’Ln 7 of Aadhaar Act 2016 for all
Scholarship. Schemes w.e.f. 16" February 2017,

11.8 The authentication through Aadhaar would be ¢mpu[snry at the time of renewals, if
not pruvidud earlier at the time of admission. ,
| : |
| 12, Duration and Renewal of Awards

12.1 The award once made will be payable up to the completion of the course subject to
satisfactory academic performance and attendance oi 75% In every academic year. The .
attendance will be verified through Aad]'r_asf based cmefldanua System.

12,2 If a scholar is unable to appear in the annuﬂ! examination owing to iliness, the
award may be renewed subject to production of medical certificate from prescribed
aufhnrity and acceptance of the same by institution /college.

12.3 If, according to the Regulations of a Unh.rersityﬂnatituﬂnn a student is promoted to the

next higher class even trmugh he/she may not have lctually passed in lower class and is
~ Pagel20f18
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mquirad to take examination of the junior class agﬁn after snmaﬂma hnfsha will be
entitied to scholarship for the class to which he/she is promoted if the student is utl'wmlu
eligible for schulurshup Funhar in case a student i’alh n any class and then again jnlns the
same class as 8 regular student, he/she will be eligibile for scholarship for one additional

year or the actual period, .whichever is lower. }

=5
]
!

13. IT Frameéwork
13.1. The scheme shall be run on an enline platform with robust cyber security measures

that would sssure transparency, accountability, afﬁﬁaﬂcy, and timely delivery of the
assistance without any delays. The National Echnlarship Portal (NSF] would be suitably
modified for this purpose. I

1:3.2, If any State is already a mnn!ng online rtnl that fulfils all the laid down
parameters, they can continue with it, but share the d on real-time basis to the National
Scholarstiip. Portal or any other portal as specified hy the - Daparhnant of Social Justice &

'Empowannam in due course. through instructions for enabling corstant monitoring.

Therefore, all States/UTs implementing the scheme will migrate to nnﬂne pmnaaulng of
disbursal of scholarships; where not already dun# The in:hoiar:hlp portal should

mandntnrify have the following features:
a} The T purtal shall be intugruted with the AISHE/UDISE portal for pul’ling the data

abuut the institution in which the student has ta en admission.
b) At the time of registration for Freeship Card, every student should pmvida an
Aadhaar 1D/Aadhaar EID and other nltamatl fnrrr_r of ID as per this Ministry’s
* nofification no. 428 dated 16.02.2017 which will enable elimination of duplication
end false claims. The Aadhaar al.rtl'nenﬁmﬂan mandatory in case of ranmls if
not provided at the time of admission. The Aadr}.:ar number entered by the students
should go through demo-auth on real-time bpals hefora allowing entry into the

registration portal. :
¢) The States shall undertake fool-proof vaﬂm:a{uun of the allglbiilly caste status,

Aadhaar identification and bank account details fon the online portal.
d) There shall be no upload of any documents nr any certificates into the system. All

data should be auto-verified by Iinklng datﬂb#aas through digilocker or any such
Page 13 of 1B
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5

mechanism, such as () school boards' results; Including the CBSE/ICSE along with
the cerificates maintained by them; (i) database of income certificates, domicile
and caste certificates issued’ by State/Distri Administration ‘and {Hi} :Iatqbaaas
nmlntamgd by the Universities and Colleges, using Aadhaar number as the link.

Al verification process of the students should be done using the above
auth-anﬁmtad databases automatically using the digital process with little or no-
manual intervention. There should be no aysterh of verification by the Imtltutlnm or
even, tne district level officers. Till such timesuch a mhm is put in plam the

manual verification shall be completed within 30 days from the date of appllnaﬂon _
with a provision fm ‘presumed apprwnr if the s:‘m |s not cnmplalad within 30 days.

A suitable sysiem will be put in place fnrtaicfnd Aadhaar based attendance system

which is non-intrusive and automatic. Till such (4 system is finalized by the Central

" Govt., the msﬁmﬂon shall upload the aﬁendaﬁaa of the scholarship hoider every
_month in the Altandance module that would be eveloped in the IT system.

9)

h

N

k)

There shall be no system of calling fnr me ba lwnunt details of the students and
auﬂ'lenti:ating it. Al payrn-aﬂts should pre go through Mdhanr Based-
Payment System (APB — Aadhaar Payment ridge) aﬂur cl'rud:ing the Aadhaar
number with the NPCI mapper. :

The renewals should be autnmu:: based on p motion to lhn naxt class und having
the required altendanca, subject to mnﬂnnatl of the th.ldant having joined bnuk
the same course as hosteller/day scholar, as thb case may ba There should not be

‘any ruqulrmnant for the studant to apply for renewals.

A performance module to monitor the progress student as well as parhnnnnca of
the institution should be sultably daalgned and mrpnmtad

Apart from this, the States shall maintain a co pleta database of the beneficiaries.
under various other scholarship - schemes /to ensure de-dupllmtlnn of the
beneficiaries. |

The portal shall inmrpumte an online grievance’ redressal mechanism linking all the
authorities rafapqmlble for implementation on 4 stholarship portal.

There shall be a provision indicating the students of the poorest households, as per
the parameters prnvided under the Scheme, ¢ ctad for scholarship.

m) The portal will make arrangements so that the Eludants once declarud blackiisted,

may not be able to apply for scholarship again.
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14 Annual Acﬁun Plan

141 Every participating State/UT, on or before 28% February of the preceding year, wil
prepare.a State level Annual Plan for the PMS-SC scheme. In case the State. has any
other initiative on similar fines to PMS-SC; this may bf mentioned separately in the Action
Plan. The Action Plan ahnuid give ﬂeany the targets, ellglhllﬂy proposed covérage
separately for poorest households, processes for Id‘nt'ﬁcntinn lﬂanh‘ﬁmﬁun of courses
having employment potential, systems for monitoring - :

14.2  The Department will constitute an Project raisal Committee to appraise and
approve the Annual Action Plans. These plans wnul:l}'ba appmim;.f al the Centre and the
outlay for each State would be finalized before 15™ April, of every year as per the annual
increase indicated under the funding pettern. The cénstitution of the commitiee will be

informed through separate Instructions.

15. Performance of the States/UTs |

|

151 The performance of the States/UTs . would i:e measured annually. on certain
parameters like (i) payments as per the given time 'adula (i) coverage from the poorest
hnunhnlds (ili) academic outcomes of the schola hi‘p—hnldam (iv) Imp!emnrrlnﬁun of
Aadhur based attendance (v) Digitl.:ntinn of various Ioart_ﬁ'inﬂtas requlmd for determining

eligibility etc. a J

15.2. The States/UTs would be ranked on the a parameters. n_rid top pﬁr!omﬂng

prepared after consultations, and
will be shared through Instructions in due course. ' k) _

16. Announcement of the Scheme by States/UTs

16.1 All the State Governments/UT Mmhhlmtu;nu il announce starting from April, the
dﬂtnita of the Scheme and invite appﬁmﬂnm by hsung an advertisément in the leading
newspapers of the State and through their respective websites/ Scholarship portals and

'nther modes of media. The applicant should submit the completed applfmlinn to the

prescribed authority on tha portal specfﬁad for this pu
for receipt of applications.

|

17.  Process of Registration and Applicatibn for the student
. : .
J | Page 15 of 18
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17.1 The student shall, we!ll before the expected datajlaf ﬁdmiﬂim. register on the online
on scholarship portal for issue of a Freeship Card as detailed in Para 8.2 of these
Gull:lalhﬂs IT '

17.2 On admission to lhe institution to a course’ mentioned In the Freeship Card, the
student shall apply, on the day of the admission itself, for scholarship, giving details of the
Freeship card and the course and institution admitted IL :

17.3 Students continuing their courses for which they have already been sanctioned
scholarship in the previous year, i.e., renewal students| shall, be automatically renewed for
scholarship as detailed in para 8.7. : : ‘ ' ' '

|

18. Evaluaftion/Social Audit and follow up action
18.1. There shall be therough evaluation of the o of the scheme in ruglillr
intervals to ascertain the effectiveness of scheme ifplementation and for tracking the.
progress of the students. This may include conduct of social audits once a year, annual _
~ third-party evaluation, and half-yearly self-audited mpc*'l:s from each institution.

18.2. The social audits are to be conducted by the Social Audit Units of the State
Govemments formed by the Ministry of Rural Development, Gowt. ﬁf_ India duly meeting the
cosf from the administrative cost of the scheme.
'18.3. The State Government shall slso set up a| robust monitoring mechanism for
monitoring the academic prograu of the students enr led to the scheme.

18.4, The students who are found to be lagging behind should be provided remedial -
coaching so that their academic outcome shall not be less than the average academic
outcomes. The State Action Plan should contain clear provisions for this.

18.5. In order to ensure ﬁmper amhuntablﬂty.'physl | verifications at various levels viz.
Ii:-nk_*"ﬂistrictfﬁlnt& levels shall be done by the States/UTs covering al least 10% of the
institutions/students, chosen randomly through an alg .ﬁthm. All private institutions offering
courses at the level of graduation or above shal;; owever, be 'fnandnmrily Inspébwd
annually. ' . |

19. Administrative Charges
19.1. The administrative cost for administration, monitpring and evaluation shall be limited
tu 1% of the annual outlay. .
19.2. Each State/UT shall project the requirement of Lunds for undertaking the monitoring
of the implementation, in its Annual Action Plan. In jcase, funds are required for Book,
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these may be indicated ungder the Administrative cha

responsible for implementation on the scholarship portal.
20.2. The student shall be able to lodge a grievan

recovered, at the discretion of the concemned State
- will be blacklisted nnd debarred for uchullmhlp in any scheme forever.

Post Matric Scholarship for SCs: .S'c);eme Gufdeiin es , ,
. This would be considered by the

PAC, ensuring that the total outfiow on this count does|not exceed 1% of the annual outlay.

19.3. The PAC shall give first priority in approving administrative charges for development
of IT infrastructure, setting up of Technical SI.Ippurl oup cum Project Monitoring Unit at

the Central/State level and social audits. ==
20. Mechanism for redressal of grievances [
20.1. There shall be an online grievance redressal +ed1:nium linking all the authorities

either through the portal or by a

mobile app.
20.3. Every institution shall have a Grievance Redressal Officer (GRO) who is responsible

for antartnfning the grievances and resolving them by following up with the appropriate

authority. '_ |
20.4, Tha non-resolution of the gﬁevanoe at the institution level in a given tim-e frame shall
automatically be as::alated to the district and Iater fo the State level for mlﬁﬁnn. ,

21. Dther Conditions for the Award

21.1. If a student is found to have obtained a schnlhrsmp by false staterents, his/ her

scholarship will be cancelled forthwith and the a unt of the scholarship paid will be
rmment. The student uunnermd

212. A acl'mlmhip awarded may be cancelled if th nnholar changes the subject of the
course of study for which the scholarship was originally awarded or changes the institution
of study, without prior approval of the State Government. The Head of the Institution shull
report such cases to the State whlch will stop payment of the scholarship money:. “The
amount already paid may also be recovered at the discretion of the State Government.

21.3. A scholar s liable to refund the scholarship amount at the discretion of the State:
Government, if during the course of the year, the sﬂ:diu for which the scholarship has

been awarded, is discontinued by him/her.
21.4, The provisions of this scheme can be chang

Government of India.

BJ at any time at the discmlmn of the

Paﬁ&l?uﬂl

!
I
|
|
|
|
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The following important parameters should be contained in the FREE SHIP CARD

Name of the Student
Student's ID on the portal

#athars' Name-

Aadhear Card Number-

S :

Date of Birth .

_Annual Family income
‘Domicile Stats-

Mﬂms of the Student
 Course (in which admission is sought)-
Duration of Course- '
Class (presently studying)-
Class (Last class previously studied)-

Major provisions of the scheme

Student’s undertaking to reimburse the amount to Inatriutlun within 7 daya af’m receipt of

scholarship
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