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Government of India

Ministry Of Youth Affairs & Sports

National Service Scheme Regional Directorate
1% Floor, 7-Gandhikunj Society,
Nr. Kochrab Aashram, Paldi,
Ahmedabad-380 006
11/06/2026

To
The Programme Coordinator, NSS
(List attached)

Subject: Ashtlakshmi Darshan- Youth Exchange Programme- reg.
Sir,

As per the letter received, (dt-23" April, 2026) from the State NSS Officer, Commisionerate
of Higher Education, this is to inform you that Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India is organizing Ashtlakshmi Darshan- Youth Exchange Programme for
students from 28 non-NER States and Union Territories for immersive visit in North East States.
Youth/ students from non-NER States/ UTs will get the opportunity to engage with the culture,
geography and development journey of the North Eastern states through a structured 14-day
exposure programme. The initiative focuses on promoting people-to-people bonding,
understanding borderland dynamics, and enhancing awareness with Universities/Educational
Institutes of Non-North East Region States. In accordance with it, NSS has been selected for
sending a batch of 20 students to represent Gujarat state. The details of the pragramme is
attached

In this regard, you are requested to nominate names of active NSS Volunteers from your
university (as per allocation) in the prescribe format. It should be ensured that the nominated
volunteers are registered on MY Bharat portal. Online interview for all the volunteers and
Programme Officers will be conducted. The other details of the same will be communicated
shortly.

Yours faithfully,

&2 b

(Dr Kamal Kumar Kar)
Regional Director
Encl.- As above

Copy to-
1. The Director, Directorate of NSS, Shivaji Stadium, New Delhi.

2. The State NSS Officer, Jivraj Mehta Bhawan, Commisionerate of Higher Education,
Gandhinagar

3. The I/C Youthboard Officer, Commissionerate, Youth, Services and Cultural activities,
Gandhinagar.
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Background and Rationale

The Nor
cultural

th E : :
area?St::r:q:etg(;ozv(NER) of India is a richly diverse geographical and
languages. Despite its imme &r 200 ethnic communities and more than 200
often miss out on expos nse cul:cural wealth, students from other parts of India
limited connectivity, Th e 't°. this region due to geographical constraints and
(MDONER) has initiat‘ & Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region

ed the Ashtalakshmi Darshan Youth Exchange Programme to

bridge this gap and fost i -
. €r natio i onal
immersion. nal unity through cultural and educati

W Objective

To provide 1,280 students (aged 15-29) from 28 non-NER States/UTs with the
opportunity to engage with the culture, geography, and development journey of
the North Eastern states through a structured 14-day exposure programme. The
initiative focuses on promoting people-to-people bonding, understanding
borderland dynamics, and enhancing awareness about the diversity and potential
of the region.

Participants and Rotation

« Total Students: 1280 (over 2 years)

+ Phase 1 Target: 640 students from non-NER States/UTs
+ Batch Size: 20 students per batch

+ Batches: 32 in the first phase

. -~ + Duration: 14 days (including a 9-day certificate course)

B . Pairing Model: Each NER state is paired with 3-4 States/UTs from non-NER
India, aligning their universities and academic institutions. This ensures
equitable representation and cross-regional exposure.
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Programm

14-Day schedule:

»

e Structure

Days 1, 6-8 1 ) &
b onal,andindustnal sites.

spiritual, educati
Days 2-5, 9-11: Acadeic sessions as part of a 9-da

hosted by NER universities.

y Certificate Courge

Day 12: Project submission
Day 13 (FN): Special lecture
Day 13 (AN): Certificate distribution

Day 14: Departure ) ,

9-Day Certificate Course Module E ,
|

Each state will offer tailored academic content focusing on:

. Geography and biodiversity

Selection of Universities and Students

Ethnic diversity, culture, and festivals (
Developmental initiatives and sustainable practices
Administrative structures (e.g., Sixth Schedule Areas)

Economy, tourism, industry, and environmental challenges

Non-NER Universities: Selected in coordination with State Governments
and Coordination & GBS wing of MDoNER.

NER Host Universities: Responsible for hosting and designing course
content in Coordination with Coordination & GBS wing of MDoNER

Student Selection Criteria;
a. Preferably 2nd or 3rd year undergraduate students

b. Dem i e
onstrated interest in social, cultural, or developmental issues

¢. Basic fitness for travel and eXposure activiti
es.
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Students Information

Sr.

No.

Name of the
Student

Date of
Birth

Gender*

State

Name of the
University/Institute

Name of
the
Course

Persuing
Year

Permanent
Address

Domicile
except NERM

Aadhar
No.

Mobile
No.

Email Id

*Equal representation of male and female students to be ensured.
ADomicile of the students from Non NER States/Uts only.
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